HOMEWORK POLICY:
St. Oliver Plunkett’s N.S., Heywood Road, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary. E91 NW22.

Telephone:
052 – 6121016;
E-mail:  stolivers@eircom.net
SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY AND MISSION STATEMENT:
St. Oliver’s N.S. is a co-educational Primary School under the patronage of the Catholic Bishop of Waterford and Lismore.  

The following is the Mission Statement for St. Oliver’s N.S. adopted by the staff in 1998.

“St. Oliver’s respects difference, cares for all, nurtures individual talents

and develops self confidence in a safe and caring environment”.

Our principal objective is to provide for our students a broad and balanced education in all its aspects - intellectual, emotional, physical, moral and cultural.  This objective is achieved within a controlled but relaxed and happy environment.

We aim to do the very best we can for all children who come to our school, to give them a solid grounding in basic academic work and to open their eyes and minds to the world that awaits them. We are proud of the children who are part of our school and hope they go on to become fulfilled adults.

Policy Rationale:

The setting of homework assignments is an essential part of the process of teaching and learning.

The aims of homework include the following;

a) To reinforce classroom learning by providing students with appropriate opportunities to use      

knowledge, skills and concepts they encounter in the classroom.

b) To enhance awareness of progress and provide feedback to students, parents and teachers.

c) To help identify areas where further support or intervention is necessary.

Policy:

1.  Homework is set by individual class teachers at their discretion.

2.  The amount of homework assigned is appropriate to the age, ability level and progress level of   

     the class group.

3.  Students in St. Oliver’s N.S. are required to enter all homework assignments in the School    

     Journal on a daily basis.

4.  Homework assignments are intended to be an extension of learning in the classroom.

5.  All  homework set by teachers is corrected and feedback is given on a written or oral basis.

6.  If a student is experiencing difficulty with homework, the class teacher should be informed by a 

     note from the parent in the School Journal.

7.  Persistent failure to complete homework assignments will be treated as a breach of school   

     discipline.  The Journal will be used as a means of communication between home and school.

8.  Homework is not set for students during holiday periods.

How often is homework given?

Homework is given from Monday to Thursday.  Usually there is no homework at weekends or on a school day just before a public holiday.

What is the content of homework?

Ideally, homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks and written tasks.  Homework will regularly contain reading, spelling, tables, written work pieces to be “learned by heart”, drawing/colouring, collecting information/items and finishing work started in class.

How much time?

The following are guidelines for time spent at homework.  Different children will complete the same homework in different lengths of time. Time spent will vary from day to day and also from the beginning to the end of the school year.  It is important to remember that it is the quality not the quantity of homework that matters.

The following are guidelines only;

· Junior Infants up to 10 minutes.

· Senior Infants up to 15 minutes.

· Rang 1 up to 15/20 minutes.

· Rang 2 up to 25 minutes.

· Rang 3 up to 30/35 minutes.

· Rang 4 up to 35/40 minutes.

· Rang 5 up to 40/45 minutes.

· Rang 6 up to 45/50 minutes max.

How much help should parents give?

Parents should try to help their children with homework by;

· Providing them with a suitable place and time to do their homework.

· Preventing interruptions or distractions like T.V.

· Encouraging independent work skills.

· Checking oral work.

· Ensuring all homework is complete and signing the child’s school journal.

· Writing any message for the teacher regarding homework in the journal and reading any messages from the teacher.

How often do teachers monitor homework?

Ideally teachers like to check homework on a daily basis.  However, it may not always be possible to check each child’s homework every day.  Some items of homework and class-work may be checked by children themselves under the direction of the teacher.  This can be a useful part of the learning process for children.
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