THE STAY SAFE PROGRAMME
St. Oliver Plunkett’s N.S., Heywood Road, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary. E91 NW22.
Telephone: 052 – 6121016:
E-mail:  stolivers@eircom.net
SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY AND MISSION STATEMENT:

St. Oliver’s N.S. is a co-educational Primary School under the patronage of the Catholic Bishop of Waterford and Lismore.  

The following is the Mission Statement for St. Oliver’s N.S. adopted by the staff in 1998.
“St. Oliver’s respects difference, cares for all, nurtures individual talents
 and develops self confidence in a safe and caring environment”.
Our principal objective is to provide for our students a broad and balanced education in all its aspects - intellectual, emotional, physical, moral and cultural.  This objective is achieved within a controlled but relaxed and happy environment.
We aim to do the very best we can for all children who come to our school, to give them a solid grounding in basic academic work and to open their eyes and minds to the world that awaits them. We are proud of the children who are part of our school and hope they go on to become fulfilled adults.

The teaching of the Stay Safe Programme in our school will be determined by its mission statement and characteristic spirit.
Relationship of Stay Safe to SPHE:

The Stay Safe Programme is a personal safety skills programme; the overall objective being to prevent child abuse and other forms of child victimisation.  It is implemented within the broader context of S.P.H.E. and is a collaborative process, involving parents, teachers, Board of Management and the wider community, taking a co-ordinated approach to child protection and child abuse prevention through safety skills education.

The Stay Safe Programme is based on the following core elements, each of which is an integral part of the S.P.H.E. curriculum;

· Nurturing children’s self-esteem.

· Building children’s confidence.

· Enabling children to be assertive.

· Helping children to identify and express their feelings.  
Aims of the Stay Safe Programme:

· To reduce vulnerability to child abuse and bullying.

· To develop children’s ability to recognise, resist and report risk situations or abusive encounters.

· To teach simple strategies for dealing with potentially dangerous situations, while preserving children’s sense of the world around them as a basically safe and secure place.

Guidelines for the organisation of the Stay Safe Programme:

Stay Safe is addressed in the context of S.P.H.E.  The S.P.H.E. programme is delivered on a two-year cycle basis in St. Oliver’s N.S. as per DES guidelines and the Stay Safe Programme is introduced in Senior Infants and then developed in 1st, 3rd and 5th classes.

The five Stay Safe topics at all levels are;

· Feeling Safe and Unsafe.

· Bullying.

· Touches.

· Secrets and Telling.

· Strangers.

Parents who have any concerns about any aspect of the programme can discuss their concerns with their child’s class teacher or with the principal.

Dealing with Questions:

Teachers establish ground rules limiting the discussion to material covered in present or previous lessons.  Teachers will use their discretion to decide whether the question should be discussed in the classroom context or referred to parents.

Confidentiality:

Teachers establish ground rules covering the limits of the discussion, the level of respect required and the concept of confidentiality.  All discussions will remain within the parameters of planned material.  Any issues involving Child Protection must be brought to the attention of the D.L.P. or Deputy D.L.P. for referral.
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